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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION
DRAWINGS ATTACHED

Model Tree

We, BRITAINS LIMITED, a British Com-
pany of 186, King’s Cross Road, London,
W.C.1., do hereby declare the invention, for
which we pray that a Patent may be
granted to us, and the method by which it
is to be performed, to be particularly de-
scribed in and by the following State-
ment ;—

This invention relates to a model tree of
synthetic plastic material comprising a
trunk formed of portions assembled end to
end with a foliage unit disposed between
adjacent trunk portions.

Trees of this general character have been
proposed in which the foliage units are sub-
stantially thick moulded members possess-
ing little or no flexibility. The shape of a
foliage unit clearly depends on the particu-
lar species of tree which the model is de-
signed to simulate and we have found that
with some species, it becomes difficult to
obtain the desired degree of realism using
rigid moulded members, without recourse to
expensive three-dimensioned moulds.

According to the present invention each
foliage unit is moulded in substantially one
plane and comprises a trunk-engaging aper-
tured portion and plurality of flexible
branch clusters radiating from the apertured
portion, the unmits being trapped between
adjacent trunk portions so that the branch
clusters are caused to be bent up out of the
plane of the apertured portion.

By szcuring the foliage units between the
trunk portions in a manner so that the
branch clusters are flexed out of the plane
in which they were cast, the foliage units
have the appearance of being fully three-
dimensional, once they are assembled be-
tween trunk portions but can be very simply
and cheaply cast.

The lowermost trunk portion may be
moulded to comprise a base member to en-

[Price 4s. 6d.]

able the tree to be stood on a suitable sup-
porting surface. Alternatively, the lower end
of the trunk may be removably mountable
in a separate base member. The Ilatter,
which may be moulded from synthetic resin
material, may be made to simulate the
appearance of a landscape feature, for ex-
ample a mound of earth or a grassy bank.
A hole in this base member, which may be
a blind hole, is adapted to receive the
lower end of the trunk so as to support the
tree firmly in an erect position relative to
the base member. Tufts of grass or other
small plants may be arranged around the
hole in the base member. These plants may
be moulded integrally with the base mem-
ber. If desired, a base member may be pro-
vided which is capable of receiving several
model trees.

One form of model tree in accordance
with the invention will now be described,
by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the model
tree,

Figure 2 is a plan of a foliage umit
employed in the model of Figure 1, and

Figure 3 is a partly szctioned side eleva-
tion on a larger scale of a part of the model
of Figure 1 showing the method of its con-
struction.

The form of model shown in Figure 1
(which is suitable for example, for a model
poplar tree) is formed from a stacked array
of trunk portions 4, a base 5 and a plurality
of foliage units 6. Each trunk portion 4
consists of a body 7, a pin 8 and a frusto-
conical shoulder 9 between the pin and the
body. The body is provided with a recess
having an outer section 10 with a frusto-
conical taper corresponding to the taper of
the shoulder 9 and a blind hole 1T dimen-
sioned to engage the pin 8§ resiliently. Each
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foliage unit comprises a ring 12 and a

portion and a plurality of flexible branch

plurality of radially disposed branch clusters radiating from the apertured portion,
clusters 13. the units being trapped between adjacent 30
To assemble the model of Figure 1, a trunk portions so that the branch clusters

5 plurality of trunk portions 4 is arranged end are caused to be bent up out of the plane
to end with a foliage unit trapped between of the apertured portion.
adjacent trunk portions, As the model is 2. A tree as claimed in claim 1 wherein
assembled and successive trunk portions arz each trunk portion is formed with a pin at 3§
pushed into position the radiating clusters ong end and a recess at the other end to re-

10 of branches 13 are deflected upwardly as ceive the pin of an adjacent trunk portion,
they are squeezed between the tapered the pin terminating a frusto-conical shoulder
section 10 of the recess in the lower trunk and the recess having an outer portion with
portion and the shoulder 9 of the upper a frusto-conical taper corresponding to the 40
trunk portion. The model is completed by taper of the shoulder.

15 securing the lowermost trunk portion in a 3. A tree as claimed in claims 1 or 2
suitable recess in the base 5. wherein the apertured portion is a ring.

Clearly a model tree of this form can be 4. A model tree moulded in synthetic
made to any desired height depending on plastic material substantially as hereinbefore 45

25

the number of trunk portions employed.

WHAT WE CLAIM IS:—

1. A model tree moulded in synthetic
plastic material and comprising a trunk
formed of portions assembléd end to end
with a foliage Amit disposed between ad-
jacent trunk portions, wherein each foliage
unit is moulded in substantially one plane
and comprises a trunk-engaging apertured

described with reference to, and as illustra-
ted in, the accompanying drawing.
J. Y. & G. W. JOHNSON,
Furnival House,
14-18, High Holborn,
London, W.C.1,
Chartered Patent Agents,
Agents for the Applicants,
Attorneys for the Applicants.
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This drawing is a reproduction of
the Original on a reduced scale.
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