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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

PETER F. PIA, OF NEW YORK, N. Y,

CONSTRUCTION OF BASKETS, &oc.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 497,205, dated May 9, 1808,
AppUication fled Decomber 16, 1892, Rorial No. 456,996, (Wo model)

To all whom it may concerr: v

Be it known that I, PEraR F. PIa, of the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in the Construction of Baskets, &e., of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

My invention relates to improvements in
the construction of that class of baskets and
other receptacies which are made of metal,
and which havetheir meeting edges fastened
together by solder or other mesns. The bas-
ket, or similar thing of this kind, is nsually
made by stamping a blank from pewter or
other malleable metal,and shaping it so that
it will have projecting wings with inclined
edges, then bending up the wings until the
edges meet, and finally soldering the meeting
edges together. When baskets or other re-
ceptacles are comstructed in this way, the
edges are likely to break apart or the solder-
ing iron may melt a portion of the basket and
thus make it useless, and if the work is suc-
cossfully done, the process is even then slow
and expensive.

The object of my invention is fo produes a
blank of the character deseribed, having fas-
tening deviees strauck up from the mesting
edges, which devices are adapted fo interlock
and hold the wings of the basket or other re-
ceptacle together, and which enable the said
meeting edges to be very rapidly and securely
fastened, without injury to any part of the
basket, so that a better and cheaper article is
produced than where the old process is em-
ployed. * .

To these ends my invention consists in a
basket, or similar recepiacle, the construction
of which will be hereinafter deseribed and
claimed.
 Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of thisspecification,
in whieh similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views,

Figure 1 is a plan view of the open blank
construeted in aceordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 iz a perspective view of the basket
body with the wings bent upand united; and
Fig. 5 is a broken detail perspective view of
one of the fastening devices, ’

The blank is provided with a central rect-
angular portion 10 which forms the bottom of
the basket, and extending outward from the
four sides of this rectangular portion are the

side wings 11 and the end wings 12,the whole
blank being formed of malleable metal, such
as pewter, and it Is also made of open work so
as to form a handsome basketcapable of hold-
ing candy or other material, and permitting
the material to show through the sides of the
basket. There several wings 11 and 12 have
inelined edges 13 which, when the wings are
folded upward and inward, are adapted to
meet 80 as to form a basket-like body, as
shown in Fig. 1, and as the wings are wider
at their outer ends than at their inner ends,
the body will also be wider af the top than at
the bottom. These inclined edges on the por-
tion of the wings, preferably on the wings 11,
are, near their outer edges, thickened, as
shown at 14, and the thickened portions are
provided with dovefailed grooves 15, the
grooves dividing the thickened portions into
oppesitely arranged lugs. The other wings
12 have, near their free ends and on the in-
clined edges, projecting lugs 16, which when

the wings are bent inward and upward in a

way to cause the edges 15 to meet, register
with and enter the grooves 15, The lugs 16
and the vhickened portion 14, opposite the
grooves 15, are then squeezed frmly in & suit-
able press, and this heads the lugs 16, and the
lugs form on oppositesides of the grooves 15
so that the said interlocking lugs are riveted
together and the basket wings all firmly
united.

The receptacle, if it is to be used forabasket,
is provided on opposite sides with perforated
Tugs 17 to which a suitable bail may be at-
tached. It will be understood, however, that
recoptacles, otherthan baskets, may beformed
in the same way without departing from the
prineiple of my invention. ~

Having thuos described my invention, I
elaim as new and desire to secnve by Letters
Patent—

A basket or similar article formed with a
series of side flaps, tho meeting edges of which
are provided with a dove-tail groove and pro-
Jection respectively; the ends of the said pro-
jections or lugs being flush with the outer
faces of the flaps and secursd in the grooves
by compressing the walls of the latter there-
upon, substantially as set forth,

PETER ¥, PIA.

Witnesses: ‘
Caas, H, Cornrans,
Winsiam ¢, DAVIDSON,
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